THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
logical that all His servants should regard it as their duty to enforce
obedience to Allah upon the unbelievers. What they proposed
was not, as many have thought, their conversion, but their sub-
jection,1 And this subjection they enforced wherever they went.
After the conquest they asked nothing better than to appropriate
the science and art of the infidels as part of their booty; they
would cultivate them to the glory of Allah. They would even adopt
the institutions of the unbelievers in so far as these were useful to
them. For that matter, they were forced to do so by their own
conquest. In governing the Empire which they had founded they
could no longer rely on their tribal institutions; just as the Germans
were unable to impose theirs upon the Roman Empire. But they
differed from the Germans in this: wherever they went, they
ruled. The conquered were their subjects; they alone were taxed;
they were excluded from the community of the faithful. The
barrier was insuperable. No fusion was possible between the con-
quered populations and the Musulmans. What a contrast between
them and Theodoric, who pkced himself at the service of those
he had conquered, and sought to assimilate himself to them!
In the case of the Germans, the conqueror spontaneously
approached the conquered. With the Arabs it was the other way
about; the conquered had to approach the conquerors, and they
could do so only by serving Allah, as the conquerors served Him,
and by reading the Koran, like the conquerors; and therefore by
learning the language, the sacred and consummate language of
the conquerors.
There was no propaganda, nor was any such pressure applied
as was exerted by die Christians after the triumph of the Church.
"If God had so desired" says the Koran "He would have made all
humanity a single people," and it expressly condemns the use of
violence in dealing with error.2 It requires only obedience to
Allah, the outward obedience of inferior, degraded and despicable
1 vasiuev, op. dt.> vol. I, p. 279, citing goldziher, Vorlesungen ilber den
Islam, 1910.
* Ibid., vol. I, p. 375.
151

